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Dear Commissioner: 



STATUS INQUIRY 

October 15,2004 



Applicants' records reflect that it has been over fourteen months since the 
filing of the above-captioned patent application on August 1 , 2003 in the United States 
Patent and Trademark Office. To date, we have not received substantive prosecution of 
the captioned application. 
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Applicants respectfully request the expected mailing date of a first Office 
Action for this application. 



Respectfully submitted, 
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KlRKPATRICK & LOCKHART LLP 
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Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15222-2312 
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Facsimile: (412)355-6501 
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